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Teacher Resources 
Three Text Based Resources

· Johnson, Amanda. The Michigan Fur Trade. Lansing: Michigan Historical Commission, 1919. 183-192. Print.
° This book provides a charming view into the lifestyle of early American society. The book itself was published in 1919 so the language is slightly irregular. Some of the vocabulary is very hard to decipher. The word usage is advanced as well, which gives the impression to the reader of dullness, like a textbook would read.  In some circumstances the word usage would be considered in today’s society to be politically incorrect. For example, Johnson explains the fur trader’s relationships to the “red men”, referring to Native Americans. I would use this in my classroom to give myself a better understanding of the lifestyles of fur traders. Five facts that I would like to use in my narrative: 
· Native American’s were referred to as red men

· Geographically Michigan was favored for fur trade because of the Great lakes and access to Canada

· Michigan was also favored for fur trade because of the vast amount of Beaver’s and other animals

· 1830 was the year that fur traders began to look for work as laborers

· The history of fur traders is generally associated with French, English and Native American people.
· Innis, Harold Adams. The fur trade in Canada; an introduction to Canadian economic history. 3rd. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1964. Print.
° Compared to the other teacher resources I was researching, this book was probably the most “dry”. It explained a little information about the beginnings of fur trade on the Atlantic coast of Canada and how the beaver was considered the most profitable because of its demand in European clothing. The book also explained how Native American’s were mostly interested in trading fur pelts for metal knives, and steel and flint to more easily create a fire compared to the traditional method of rubbing two sticks to produce a spark. However, the book mostly had information about the impact fur trading had on the development of Canadian economics. If I were using this in my classroom I would probably focus more of my lecture around the history of it, and lightly touch on the development of American and Canadian economies. Five bulleted points I would use in my narrative:

· The beginnings of fur trade began on the Atlantic coast between the years 1497-1600

· The Beaver was the most profitable animal when trading pelts for goods or money

· The Hudson’s Bay Company was formulated around the fur trading industry which now provides clothes, furniture, home accessories, etc.

· Native Americans were interested in trading knives, guns, ammunition, and alcohol in return for Beaver pelts.

· The French would advance these items to native Americans causing them to be in constant debt to them.
· Reese, Ted. Soft Gold: a history of the fur tradein the Great Lakes Region and its impact on native American culture. Bowie: Heritage Books, 2001. Print. 
° This story is again informational like the other two, however the focus is more on the impact of Native American culture due to the fur trading industry. It explains how the Native Americans would trade fur and goods for alcohol. Alcoholism became a widespread problem and it caused the moral decay of many Native American tribes. The book also explains the vast reduction in population size due to disease given to Native Americans by the French fur traders. Reese also highlight that in some instances, the Europeans would pass the diseases on intentionally to the Native American’s through infected blankets and clothes. I would use this book to inform myself of the outcomes of fur trading and incorporate it into a class discussion at the end of the unit. Five bulleted items I would incorporate into my narrative:
· Use and abuse of alcohol by Native Americans 

· Alcoholism was wide spread because the common thought was that you were forgiven of all of your misconducts if you were drunk, because it was not the person doing bad things, it was the spirit of the alcohol

· Powerful tribes were being greatly reduced in size as more fur traders and missionaries moved into the areas

· Social structures, material life, religious practices of many tribes were greatly altered in many tribes.

· European disease implemented the Native American people and many people died as a result. 
Informational Website 

· "Barter and Trade Lesson Plan." Michigan DNRE. 06/02/2004. Web. 14 Feb 2010. <http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-54463_18670_18793-94386--,00.html >.
° This website is a great tool for teachers to utilize. It is informational as well as great for getting ideas about lesson plans they can incorporate in their classroom. This link specifically takes the teacher to a “Barter and Trade” lesson where student’s trade “pelts” for “goods”.  The website includes guided questions, definitions, and purposes for the lesson. While using this site a teacher has all of the resources necessary to formulate a fun and interactive game for their students. I would use this website while creating my narrative for the definitions provided about the different terminology used in fur trade.
Student Resources 
Interactive Website

· "Timeline." Exploration; the fur trade and Hudson Bay Company. 2002. Web. 14 Feb 2010. <http://www.canadiana.org/hbc/ >.
° Not only is this website really helpful and educational, but it is also available in different languages. Since it is about Canadian fur trade there is an option for students to explore the website in French. This site could possibly be utilized across curriculums, for example, students learning French could choose the option to explore the site in French. I liked this website because it’s designed for ages 9 and up and while exploring the timeline, the links will take you to different stories in history about that event. It gives a personal, hands-on experience to students.
Historical Fiction Books
· Panagopoulos, Janie Lynn. Traders in time: a dream-quest adventure. Spring Lake, MI: River Road Publications, 1993. Print.
° This is a story about two brothers that are transported back in time and experience adventures in the fur trade. Set on Lake Michigan and Mackinac Island in 1796, Nick and Chris find themselves fleeing from the evil fur trader McDougal to find refuge in an Ottawa Indian camp. This book is really charming and I would use it in a class to have students silently read. The text is really great because it’s easy to read, large, and the sentences are simplified. The story portrays the variety of people involved in fur trade and brings to life the early 1800’s. I enjoyed this book because the setting is familiar to students and some of the places they might have been to. For instance, the book mentions Mackinac Island. I think students would find that interesting to relate to. 
· Durbin, William. Wintering. New York, New York: Delacorte Press, 1999. Print.
° The story line for this book is set in 1801 and is focused around the main character, fourteen year old Pierre. Throughout the story Pierre learns survival skills from voyageurs and Ojibwa Indians, techniques how to trap animals, and even some secrets of fur trading. The story is set in the wilderness of Canada. I would use this book with my students because not only could they relate to the young boy Pierre and his surroundings, but they could also relate to Ojibwa Indians because there are still tribes around Mt. Pleasant area today. I think that when students can relate to topics they are learning in school they generally have a greater interest because they can recall any previous knowledge or experience. 
Non-Fiction Books
· Tanner, Helen. The Ojibwa. New York, New York: Chelsea House Publishers, 1992. 22-34. Print.
° Just by glancing at this book, teachers as well as students could easily guide through the contents to find information on both the Ojibwa tribe, as well as their involvement in trading with the French settlements in Canada. I found this book to be very useful for locating basic information and could utilize this in many different lessons. For example, I would ask the students to get into pairs and after reading the short chapter on trading, they would be asked to share in group discussion specific things I would have them locate. On top of that they would have to produce the page number and paragraph in which they found the information.
· Mitchell, J., Tom Woodruff. Indians of the Great Lakes: An Illustrated History for Children. Suttons Bay, MI: Suttons Bay Publications, 1994. 28-29. Print.
° This is a great picture book to read to a class when introducing a concept or to further their knowledge about Native American history. This book not only has elaborate pictures students will enjoy, but also interesting text that correlates to the illustrations. For my topic of fur trade specifically, the book mentions it only on pages 28 and 29, however there is such a great amount of basic information that I think I would read the entire book to them at the beginning of the unit to get them intrigued. I would not recommend this book be individually read by lower level grade students because there is so much text. 

Additional Resources Used:

Halverson, Melissa. "Native American Beliefs and Medical Treatments." Archiving Early 
America. N.p., 3/29/2010. Web. 30 Mar 2010. <http://www.earlyamerica.com/review/2007_summer_fall/native-americans-smallpox.html>. 
° I used this website to use the common Native American remedy for smallpox. The sweat lodge.
"Wyandot Indian Facts Sheet." Native American Facts for Kids. N.p., n.d. Web. 30 Mar 2010. 
<http://www.bigorrin.org/wyandot_kids.htm>. 

° This site gave me information about the French origins of the Huron name, as well as its meaning 
